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of the rebellion was the fear of total disarmament, consequent on
the British policy of inflicting fines in guns on offending villages and
individuals. This system of fining had been adopted in the hope
that it would gradually effect the disarmament of the Chin Hills
without causing the general rising which it was known that any
drastic measures to this end would involve.

The rebellion broke out on the 9th October when Myook Maung
Tun Win was proceeding with a small escort to visit the Chief of
Kaptyal at that Chiefs request. The party had just reached the
neighbourhood of Pomba village when they were treacherously
ambuscaded by a large force of Chins, who poured a volley into them
at point blank range. Tun Win and eight of his men were killed,
and seven were wounded, but the havildar, sending three men to cut
their way back to Port White with the news, collected the remainder
of his little party, and, fighting his way to a small knoll, kept the
enemy off until the arrival of reinforcements.

Steps were immediately taken by Captain Caulfield (Commanding,
Northern Chin Hills) and Mr. Carey, Political Officer, to take the
offensive, and to prevent the rebellion spreading to the, at present,
disaffected tribes. Communications were opened with the Ivanhows
and Soktes, who all promised their loyalty and support; and though
the Soktes, hemmed in as they were on both sides by rebels, after-
wards wavered a little in their allegiance, the Kanhows remained
loyal to the end.

Reinforcements now arrived at Fort White, including 100 men
from Falam under Lieutenant Wardell; and towards the end of October
Captain Presgrave arrived with the head-quarters of his regiment and
took over the command of the Northern Chin Hills from Captain
Caulfield.

The enemy's plan of campaign was that the Nwengals should
operate in the neighbourhood of Tiddim while the Siyins confined
themselves to the Fort White country. They decided never to
make a frontal attack, but to ambush convoys, snipe the forts, block
the roads,- cut the telegraph wire, and generally make it impossible
for the troops to remain in the hills.

As soon as reinforcements had arrived, numerous columns were
sent out from Fort White to destroy villages and to try to inflict a
heavy defeat on the enemy. As the Chins, however, would nevex